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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR YOUNG MEETS WITH SWAPO PRESIDENT 

1. AMBASSADOR YOUNG, TOGETHER WITH AMBASSADOR DE FREE, 

MOOSE, MAYNES, PETTERSON AND PETREL HAD LUNCHEON MEETING 
MAY 17 WITH SWAPO PRESIDENT SAM NUJOMA AND THREE OTHER 
SWAPO OFFICIALS. MEETING TOOK PLACE AT AMBASSADOR DE 
PREE'S RESIDENCE. 
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2. AMBASSADOR YOUNG OPENED THE DISCUSSION BY TELLING 
NUJOMA THAT THE INITIATIVE OF U.S. AND THE OTHER WESTERN 
MEMBERS OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL WAS AIMED AT ACHIEVING 
A SOLUTION TO THE NAMIBIA PROBLEM WHICH WOULD BE CON- 
SISTENT WITH SC RESOLUTION 385. HE SAID THAT IN WORKING 
TOWARD THIS END WE WANTED TO KEEP IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH 
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SWAPO. HE THEN BRIEFLY OUTLINED THE PURPOSE OF VICE 
PRESIDENT MONDALE'S MEETING WITH VORSTER, AND POINTED 
OUT THAT THE U.S. WILL COME TO GRIPS WITH EACH OF THE 
THREE MAJOR PROBLEMS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA, TREATING EACH 
ONE ON ITS OWN MERITS. 

3. NUJOMA RESPONDED BY EXPRESSING HIS APPRECIATION TO 
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT FOR ITS SUPPORT AND HELP TO THE 
PEOPLE OF NAMIBIA. THE U.S. HAD A LONG HISTORY OF OPP- 
OSITION TO SOUTH AFRICAN ANNEXATION OF NAMIBIA AND 
HAD SUPPORTED A NUMBER OF KEY UN RESOLUTIONS IN FAVOR 
OF NAMIBIAN INDEPENDENCE. 

4. TURNING TO THE CAPE TOWN TALKS ON NAMIBIA, NUJOMA 
SAID, "WE APPRECIATE THE INITIATIVE TAKEN BY THE FIVE 
WESTERN POWERS. YOU HAVE CONVINCED THE VORSTER REGIME TO 
MAKE SOME CONCESSIONS; SWAPO APPRECIATES THIS." HOWEVER, 
SWAPO COMPLETELY DISAPPROVED OF THE FIVE ENVOYS GOING TO 
NAMIBIA. THIS WAS A VIOLATION OF SEVERAL UN RESOLUTIONS 
AND THE ADVISORY OPINION OF THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE WHICH ABROGATED SOUTH AFRICAN JURISDICTION OVER 
NAMIBIA. 

5. NUJOMA SAID THAT CERTAIN CONDITIONS MUST BE MET IF 
THERE IS TO BE A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT. HE ACKNOWLEDGED 
THAT THE WESTERN FIVE WERE WORKING FOR A SOLUTION ALONG 
THE LINES OF 385. HOWEVER, "ELECTIONS CANNOT TAKE PLACE 
WITH 50,000 (SIC) SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS" ALREADY IN NAMIBIA, 

AND "DAILY REINFORCEMENTS" ADDING TO THE NUMBER. NOR COULD 
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THERE BE ELECTIONS AS LONG AS REPRESSIVE LAWS LIKE THE 
TERRORISM ACT AND SUPPRESSION OF COMMUNISM ACT WERE APPLIED 
TO NAMIBIA. THE OTHER CONDITIONS WERE THOSE WHICH HE 
NOTED WHEN HE MET WITH THE CONTACT GROUP (MAPUTO 548): 

- SOUTH AFRICA MUST RELEASE ALL NAMIBIAN POLITICAL 
PRISONERS. 

- "VORSTER REGIME" MUST MAKE A PUBLIC STATEMENT 
REGARDING THE WITHDRAWAL OF ITS MILITARY AND POLICE FORCES 
FROM NAMIBIA. WHEN AND HOW THE WITHDRAWAL WILL TAKE PLACE 
CAN BE A SUBJECT FOR NEGOTIATIONS. 

- SWAPO MUST BE THE NEGOTIATOR FOR THE NAMIBIAN 
PEOPLE. THE SAG AND THE UN WOULD BE THE OTHER PARTIES. 

NUJOMA SAID: "WE ARE AWARE THAT THERE ARE OTHER LEGIT- 
IMATE INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS IN NAMIBIA. BUT THERE ARE 
ALSO TRAITORS WHO HAVE SOLD OUT TO SOUTH AFRICA." THOSE 
IN NAMIBIA WHO WISH CAN "CROSS THE FLOOR AND COME IN 
WITH US; THEY WILL BE WELCOMED." 

- THE UN SHOULD BE THE CONVENOR AND THE CHAIRMAN 
OF NEGOTIATIONS FOR A SETTLEMENT. 
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6. NUJOMA SAID THAT "ALL RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENTS" SHOULD 
WORK TOWARD THE PROCESS LEADING TO A SETTLEMENT; HOWEVER, 
SWAPO RESERVES THE RIGHT TO OPPOSE ANYTHING THAT HINDERS 
THAT PROCESS. RETURNING TO THE CAPE TOWN TALKS, HE 
CHARACTERIZED SOME ELEMENTS OF THE FIVE POWER INITIATIVE 
AS AMBIGUOUS. EOR EXAMPLE, IT WAS UNCLEAR AS TO WHO WOULD 
CONSTITUTE THE CENTRAL ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY. AFTER 
SEVERAL MEMBERS OF AMERICAN DELEGATION EXPLAINED THAT THEY 
TOO WERE ASKING THE SAME QUESTIONS, NUJOMA ACKNOWLEDGED 
THAT THE CAPE TOWN TALKS WERE ONLY THE BEGINNING AND THAT 
MUCH WORK REMAINED TO BE DONE. 

7. AMBASSADOR YOUNG REITERATED THE IMPORTANCE OE STAYING 
IN CLOSE TOUCH. HE SAID WE COULD DO THIS THROUGH THE 

EIVE COUNTRIES' MISSIONS IN NEW YORK AND THE SWAPO 
REPRESENTATIVE THERE. THIS COULD ALSO BE DONE THROUGH OUR 
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EMBASSIES IN LUSAKA AND THE SWAPO OFEICE IN THAT CITY. 

8. EOLLOWING PRIVATE LUNCHEON CONVERSATION NUJOMA AND 
AMBASSADOR YOUNG MET WITH LARGE CONTINGENT OE U.S. 

PRESS ON STEPS AT RESIDENCE. YOUNG INTRODUCED NUJOMA 
WHO VIGOROUSLY STATED EAMILIAR SWAPO POSITION. HE THEN 
TOOK A EEW QUESTIONS, RESPONDING IN A RATHER RESTRAINED 
MANNER. 

9. COMMENT: NOTHING MUCH NEW. NUJOMA'S LEGALISTIC 
DISAPPROVAL OP EIVE ENVOYS GOING TO NAMIBIA WAS A BIT 
PUZZLING. INTERESTINGLY, NUJOMA OFPERED A RATHER ELABORATE 
EXCUSE EOR STANDING UP MCHENRY IN DAR AND SEEMED SLIGHTLY 
DEPENSIVE ABOUT HIS ANNOUNCED INTENTION TO LEAVE BEPORE 
THE CONPERENCE IS OVER. 

DR PR RE UNQTE CHRISTOPHER 


CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, MEETING REPORTS, NEGOTIATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 19-May-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE1 15163 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: IO/UNP:STESCUDERO:MR 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 77-091 6 

Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770538/aaaabhcj.tel 

Line Count: 155 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 9acecc8f-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN 10 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 -Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2447729 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AMBASSADOR YOUNG MEETS WITH SWAPO PRESIDENT 
TAGS: PFOR, SF, WA, US, (NUJOMA, SAM) 

To: VIENNA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/9acecc8f-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



